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1. Sinee the replacsment of Vuymh Van Ngho by Twan Van Tra as Demom'atip
Ropublie of Vietmam {DRV) Chief of Staff in Intersector VIIl, the militsxy
command of the intersector has become comnletely Communistwdominated,
Intersector VIT leaders refer to it as the ™led mderground® and are
bnilding ur an extremely efficilent combat force in the ares. New combat
fronts, such as the "Le l'ong Phong" front in northesstern Thu Dau Mot are
being organized for short-tern operations, .

2, Troons of the 31f Division (sie) (301-31C and 306~312 Battslions combined),

"o until recently disnoged in the western provinces of Vinh Long, Can Tho and
Soc Trang urder Fuynh Van Nghe, are now consentrated In Bien Hoa and Thu Dau
¥Yot, on the periphery of Intersector VII, lLarge-scsle attacks, capable of
contalving lerge mubers of French troops in the south, mey therefore be
expactod, Because of the extreme shortage o supplies end the devaluation
of the Fo Chi Minh piaster, however, the ovening of a long-range of fensive

- would be wnfeasible,

"%, The main DIV heedquarters in South Vietnam, where Pham l'goc Thach maintairs
his comani vost, is about 12 miles northeasst of Thu Dau Yot, near the
village of Vinh Loi, Trench authorities are maling = special effort to
venatrate the “eadqrarters, because of the death in mid-July of i, David,
Coief of the “ponch "urete inm the T™w Deu Yot sub-sector, during a
resonraissance wission in the area., The headquarters arca ‘s highly
proggripd, bowever, by & system of Japanese-type subterrancen pasaages.
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1. Conrent, | | Tra wes personally resmone
#ible Tor I'gh:'s death, 05ee this rentrt for additional information

on nmilitary rorgenization in South Vietmam, Tran Van Tra's current
rogition in the DRV militery command in Uochinehina is not clear,
Huynh Van ¥gho has wreviovsly been reported as CGomrander, not Chief

of Staff, ~f Intersector VIT; | | astates
that Tra 1s Depity Commender of DRV forces in Cochinchina,
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